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Jazz Spotlite Series

KENDOR PRESENTS

Commissioned by the American Jazz Philharmonic Orchestra

A Tribute To Bird

MOVEMENT lil

bright swing
difficulty level: medium advanced
duration ca. 4:10

by Lennie Niehaus

NGK\?% §=.wmh\ Ine.

L

Main & Grove Streets < PO Box 278
Deilevan, New York 14042-0278 < U.S.A.

TC THE DIRECTOR

During §mUmUo_u period, jazz composers wrote many funes
based on the chords of famous standards such as “How High The
Moon* and “Whispering.” Bird wrote many tunes based on the
chords from | Got Rhythm” and aiso loved to play “Cherokee” (it
is said if a jazz player can play “*Cherokee,” he/she can improvise
on almost any tune because of the multitude of chords, chord
patterns, and temporary key changes). This movement of the
“Tribute” combines elements from these and other Bird favorites.

The first sixteen bars are based on *| Got Rhythm.* After a
four-bar drum intro, the melody is stated by the alto with thythmic
punctuations played by the band. Then there is an interlude at
m. 45 that leads into the alto solo at m. 53, On the interlude,
saxes play a phrase which Bird played a great deal during solos.
Then at m. 69, saxes play a direct quote from Bird‘s famous
recording of "Cherokee,” which serves as a good learning experi-
ence for players unfamitiar with his famous solo. The shout chorus
(m. 93) also shows an appreciation of phrases from Bird‘s solos,
especially in mm. 101-104. Next there is a return to the first bridge
and a coda, where the grandiose quote from the intro to
“Parker's Mood” is repeated. Here the soloist “sings out” the Iast
two bars and improvises on the last sustained chord.

This work was premiered at the 1995 International Association
of Jazz Educators (IAJE) Convention in Anaheim, California, by
the American Jazz Philharmonic Orchestra and Herb Geller, aito
sax soloist.

LENNIE NIEHAUS

Featured alto sax soloist and arranger for the famous Stan Kenton
Orchestra, he has also recorded six albums of his own with jazz greats Mel
Lewis, Shelly Manne, Jimmmy Giuffre, Hampton Hawes and more! Lennie
has also been composer for many of Clint Eastwood’s most recent films
including Pale Rider, Unforgiven and Bird, the award-winning tribute to
legendary bebop artist Charlie Parker. In 1994 he won an Emmy for his
score for the Showtime film {ush Life.




difficulty level:
MEDIUM ADVANCED
duration ca. 4:10
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